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[In the following, CAU presents a chronological summary of events and statements related to
human rights issues appearing in the Salvadoran media during July 1987.] July 1: EL MUNDO
publishes a June 15 letter to President Jose Napoleon Duarte signed by 50 members of the national
congress expressing their concern about "recent violations of human rights and the resurgence
of the death squads." The letter cited attacks against the Lutheran Church, the Committee of
Mothers, Human Rights Commission and the Salvadoran Workers National Unity (UNTS). The
letter concludes, "We urge you to order an investigation and to take measures to protect these
groups who work for human rights from future harrassment." July 1 marks the 31st day of a strike
by state employees affiliated with the STISSS (Union of Social Security Institute Workers). Institute
offices have been militarized, and June salaries of all striking workers withheld. STISSS Secretary
General Guillermo Rojas calls on Institute Director Jorge Bustamante to reopen negotiations,
and Bustamante announces the firing of 103 workers. (El Mundo, 07/01/87) July 2: Independent
Salvadoran Human Rights Commission presents testimonies of three of the 52 persons from
Chalatenango captured on May Day in El Paraiso as they were heading toward the capital. They
report the capture of two more women on June 13, one of whom was raped by soldiers. (El Mundo,
07/02/87) In response to the Congressional letter requesting an investigation of death squad activity,
President Duarte tells reporters, "I am not going to investigate these events because some gringos
or important persons from the Congress of the United States request it but because it is a principle
of this government to investigate human rights violation...I think we will have results soon." (El
Mundo, 07/02/87) July 3: Salvadoran Agricultural Cooperative Confederation (COACES) salutes
"International Cooperatives Day." The confederation reports that 75 co-ops have been denied credit
to date in 1987; in the first six months of the year, 107 coop members were captured and jailed,
six assassinated, three disappeared, seven women raped, three wounded and seven are being
held as political prisoners in Mariona. (El Mundo, 07/03/87) July 6: The INPEP (National Pension
Institute of Public Employees) calls on management to "cease its terror campaign against workers"
and denounces "abuses by the Treasury Police" for entering the offices and taking photos of the
workers. (El Mundo, 07/06/87) July 7: Ten unions and associations from the private and public sector,
announce a work stoppage for July 9 to pressure the government to resolve 18 strikes in progress.
The "Unity of Workers in Conflict" says, "Duarte has declared war against us and against the
Salvadoran people...The proof is the psychological war, the militarization (of workplaces), attempts
to forcibly evict workers and threats of firings." (El Mundo, 07/07/87) July 8: At 11:15 a.m., some
200 striking STISSS workers attempt to enter the militarized Institute administration building in
order to hold a general assembly. As two workers are beaten by the National Police, others rush the
police line. Two policemen fire shots in the air and in the resulting confusion other police open fire
in a shootout that lasts five minutes. Media reports that 15 persons were wounded, including two
Salvadoran journalists either by direct hits or by bullets ricocheting off the cement block ceiling.
Television coverage of the event clearly shows panic and confusion among the security forces. (TV
6, 12; El Mundo, 07/08/87) July 10: In a homily, San Salvador's Auxiliary Archbishop Rosa Chavez
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said that results of an investigation by Tutela Legal of the July 8 events indicate that 25 persons were
wounded and 50 beaten. He said, "It has been proven that the unionists did not shoot at the agents...
[T]he police shot in the air and the victims were injured by shrapnel." (El Mundo, 07/13/87) July 15:
Seven demonstrators and passersby were wounded by gunfire as Treasury Police fired on people
marching in the street demanding resolution to some 20 labor conflicts. Hundreds of students and
workers marched from the Terminal de Oriente toward downtown San Salvador. Witnesses said
that as the demonstrators reached Plaza Morazan, shots rang out from a roof top. TV footage showed
two policemen, responsible for guarding the Banco Salvadoreno, firing: one shot into the air, and
the other directly at the crowd. Two foreign journalists were among the wounded. (TV 6, El Mundo,
07/15/87) The Armed Forces accused demostrators of carrying weapons. A DPA (German Press
Agency) report says that shots are fired from the top of government buildings. (El Mundo, 07/16/87)
July 19: In a homily, Auxiliary Archbishop Rosa Chavez reports that 742 persons died as a result of
politically- motivated violence during the first six months of the year. (El Mundo, 07/20/87)
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